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STUDY OF TRADITIONAL CLOTH WEAVING BY TAIWANESE
ABORIGINES
Tsai Yushan  Associate Professor

Department of Textiles & Clothing/ Fu Jen Catholic University

Would you like to know how the aboriginal Taiwanese wove their beautiful
fabrics ? By decoding their methods today, we can recover and preserve their
precious lost arts and skills. In addition, through innovations in new
interpretative approaches, we can present a new face of these arts for the
eyes of the world to see. The ramie fabrics of Taiwan’s aboriginal people are
thick their weaving structures are based on plain weave and twill, and fancy
weaves of the two. They mix different weaves, using unique brocade
techniques to create the distinctive and classic fabrics of each tribe. Overall
the appearance of their fabrics typically coveys simplicity, strength , rusticity
and order.

This article describes how | re- establish the precious traditional weaving skills
of the original Taiwanese aboriginal 13 tribes by focusing on each tribe’s
traditional weaving techniques, addressing my survey results based on sample
collections over the past decades from various museums, sharing experience
narrated by respective tribes and combining the above with my personal

innovations and interpretations.

Key words: aboriginal Taiwanese; ramie; plain weave ; twill, weaving and

embroidery.
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Abstract: Would you like to know how the aboriginal Taiwanese wove their beautifel
fabrics 7 By decoding their methods today, we can recover and preserve their precious lost arss
and skills. In addition, through innovations in new interpretative approaches, we can presess
a new face of these arts for the eyes of the world to see. The ramie fabrics of Taiwan’s aborigiﬂ.
people are thick. Their weaving structures are based on plain weave and twill, and fancy weaves
of the two. They mix different weaves, using unique brocade techniques to create the distinctive
and classic fabrics of each tribe. Overall the pearance of their fabrics typically coveys simplicity.
strength, rusticity and order. This article describes how I re—establish the precious traditiomsl
weaving skills of the original Taiwanese aboriginal 13 tribes by focusing on each tribe’s traditiossl
weaving lechniques, addressing my survey results based on sample collections over the pul
decades from various museums, sharing experience narrated by respective tribes and combinime
the above with my personal innovations and interpretations.
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