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Wings To Dream:

Research on Taiwan Indigenous Textiles, the Project of Taiwan
Indigenous Teachers Training Course in Textiles

Tsai, Yu Shan

Associate Professor,
Department of Textiles & Clothing, Fu Jen Catholic University

In earlier times, the aboriginal tribes of Taiwan depended on demonstration and oral teaching for
instruction on their weaving skills, and lacked any written or graphical record. After 1895, during the
50-year period of Japanese colonialism, they were forbidden to do weaving. Additionally, with the impact
of modernization after Taiwan’s recovery, as well as the gradual disappearance of the older women who

possess weaving skills, we face the serious problem of almost completely losing the traditional skills.

In 2000, the Department of Textiles and Clothing at Fu Jen Catholic University, despite the budgetary
difficulties it was experiencing, still took on the burden of training teachers in the arts of aboriginal dyeing
and weaving. Besides the meticulous planning that we did on the courses, we also integrated many of the
teacher’s specialties, and worked together on behalf of the growth of the teacher training. Two years later,
we could see the rich results of the faculty’s hard work. We also saw that the trainers needed to have a long-
term vision, a complete plan, and a true capacity for execution. We believe that this kind of experience is

worthwhile as a reference for future training,

To save the traditional skills, besides having our trainees learn the traditional warping and weaving
methods, and by having our teachers analyze traditional weaving, we have been able, little by little, to
reacquire the traditional weaving methods that had been heretofore lost. Furthermore, this lets us recreate

new versions of their clothing.

Ten years later, we see these trainees spreading the seeds of their traditional dyeing and weaving methods,
and continuously creating new products to sell at exhibitions. The results of the ongoing reacquisition
of traditional weaving skills now lets those in the aboriginal tribes who hoped that they could wear their
traditional clothing to feel their ancestor’s glory and regain their self-esteem. This dream no longer seems

unattainable.
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