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Memory and Imagination : On the
Meditation of Life and Death—Poetry from
Chen Qian Wu versus Bai Qiu

TSENG Chin-Feng

Abstract

Chen Qian Wu’s poetry has been suffused with the memory of World War II
and near-death experience due to his prison of war while as a "Taiwan Special
Volunteer Soldier", taking part in the Pacific War. Bai Qiu was born during the
Second Sino-Japanese War but had never experienced war. However, death started to
become the main theme of his poetry since “The Death of Moth. With the concrete
memory, death seemed to be everlasting nightmares that lightened on the strong will
to live. Via abstract exploration and digging out, Bai Qiu’s death consciousness
tended to intellectual thinking and mainly derived from coolly intent watch and
tremblingly spiritual look. Both of Chen and Bai were cofounders of Li poetry
organization. Chen belonged to the “Generation Crossing Language” and Bai began
to compose after World War II. They showed their major differences in life

consciousness and death observation.

Keywords : Chen Qian Wu, Bai Qiu, Death, Memory, and
Imaginaion
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